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WOW! As my Friend and Hamfest Co-Chairman Bill Hill, W3WH so succinctly 
put it. The ninth annual WASHFest came a went into the record books as 
another smash hit, and another job well done by the WASH club. My hat is off to 
all of the committee members and club members who came together once again 
to make it all happen. You folks make it look like we actually know what we are 
doing! 


We started out this year’s event almost 24 hours earlier than usual, or at about 
9:30 AM on Saturday the 28". | learned the previous Monday that for the first 
time in the history of our hamfest that there was NOT an event in the hall on the 
Saturday night prior to our show. The email went out to all the folks on the 
reflector that we were going to meet at Castle Shannon Fire Department at 11:00 
AM on Saturday for a short work party to help set things up. Well those who 
didn’t attend the monthly club breakfast were surprised to find the hall all decked 
out and deserted by 11:00 AM, since the breakfast gang kicked some major butt 
between 9:30 and 10:30 AM. Thanks to this group | was home and nestled 
warmly in my chair by 10:45 AM, which was a good thing since | normally don’t 
sleep a wink the night before the hamfest! 


But our planning and experience all paid off in the end. Once again, | wasted a 
sleepless night in vain, as WASHFest 2K+4 developed into another rousing 
success. But the kudos truly belong to the Hamfest Committee and the 
membership at large for pulling it all off. By 8 AM the hall was abuzz and all was 
well again, for the NINTH consecutive year! 


By most all accounts, we had a spectacular event this year. Paid attendance was 
actually up a bit from past years, and table sales pretty much held the line as 
well. As a club, we managed to up our total profits just a smidge over last year, 
but still well short of our record year. We were all excited to hear that we 
appeared to have sold every last main prize ticket in the place by about 10:45 am. 
WooHoo! The caterer made money, we made money for the club, and just about 
everybody went home with a new treasure or three and a few bucks in their 
pocket. It just doesn’t get any better than this folks! 


| would be remiss in my responsibilities if | didn’t acknowledge the efforts of the 
Hamfest committee members and the club members and friends who help us 
every year to put on one of the best hamfests in the region. Alas, but every year 
that | try to do so | manage to slight one or two hardworking individuals whose 
name escapes me when | hand out the laurels. So this year | won't even try. 
Suffice it to say that | consider myself privileged to have so many close friends 
and acquaintances that give up their precious free time to help us run this show 
year after year, and that they do so with a minimum of arm-—twisting. My thanks 
goes out to all of you, you make it all look easy. Well done! 


Congratulations to you, the members of the area’s #1 Amateur Radio Club, The 
WIRELESS ASSOCIATION OF SOUTH HILLS. 


Take a bow folks, you’ve earned it. 


— 73, Steve Lane W3SRL 
Founder & Chairman, WASHFest 2004 


KOI LEV ED 


The ninth annual WASHFest was very successful. One 
yardstick that speaks volumes is that we sold out of prize 
tickets. This is especially due to the extraordinary efforts 
of Carol, KB3GMN and Bill, N3BPB. 


Attendance was up and spirits were high for the entire 
day. We had lots of help from club members, including 
of course Steve Lane W3SRL our Washfest General 
Chairman. There was good fresh coffee and donuts all 
morning thanks to Ed N3ZNI and Jacqué N3ZEL. Once 
again we broke with tradition and had good Hamfest 
food. Thanks to our caterers. 


| could go on for quite a while mentioning everyone who 
contributed to our success but | would probably miss 
someone. Suffice to say that we were successful 
because so many contributed to the overall effort. This is 
of course why most everything our Club is doing turns 
out well. Our WASHFest Committee will remain active 
all year in an effort to make our 10" Anniversary event 
even better. 


Thanks WASH. Well done!! 


— 73, Bill Hill W3WH, President 
Wireless Association of South Hills, Inc. 
N3SH / WA3SH / NP2SH/B 
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The next monthly meeting of the WIRELESS ASSOCIATION OF SOUTH HILLS, INC. 
will be Thursday, March 11", at the Peters Township Library, 616 East 


McMurray Road, McMurray, starting at 7:00 PM. 


Our program or guest speaker for the night has not been set yet, but we should 
know by the end of March. Stay tuned to the club reflector for more info! 


Talk-in on the 146.955(-) N3RNX/R and 443.650(+) N3BV/R Repeaters (131.8 


PL). All members, guests and interested parties invited! 


Amateur Radio Calendar 
Main Prize Winners 


Hank’s Photos 


The AMSAT Table 


Elizabeth Township 


Hamfest Announcements 
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WIRELESS ASSOCIATION OF SOUTH HILLS 


WASH FM Net 
9:00 PM ET 
Sunday Nights 
on the 146.955 
and 443.650 
Repeaters 


March & April 
NCS Stations: 


03/21 Kevin NSHKQ 
03/28 Hank KB3FNM 


04/04 Harold KB3CPI 
04/11 Bell Family 
04/18 Michael KB3HFP 
04/25 Bill W3WH 


Alternates & Backups 
Ron WN3VAW 


Want to volunteer to be 
a Net Control Station? 
Please contact FM Net 
Manager Kevin NSHKQ 
for more information. 


LOOKING 
AHEAD: 


e WPA Section S-1 
Club Presidents & 
EC Conference, 
April 10th, 9 AM to 
4 PM, Delmont 
Fire Department 
RSVP to N3FLR 


e IARU World 
Amateur Radio 
Day, April 18th 

7 1st Annual Mid- 
Atlantic QSO 
Party May 8th - gth 

e Breezeshooters 
Hamfest June 6th 


e ARRL Field Day, 
June 26th & 27th 


QCWA Fitts burgh Net 
North Hills ARC Teen Net 
Somerset Co ARC Net 
WASH FM Net 


ad 

Elk. Co ARC Mee ting 
QCWA Fitts burgh Net 
North Hills ARC Teen Net 
Somerset Co ARC Net 
WASH FM Net 


Foothills ARC Hamfest 


CQ WEX SSB 
QCWA Fitts burgh Net 
North Hills ARC Teen Net 
Somerset Co ARC Net 
WASH FM Net 


4 Palm Sunday 


Daylight Savings Begins 
Ellwood City ARA Meeting 
QCWA Pittsburgh Net 
North Hills ARC Teen Net 
Somerset Co ARC Net 
WAS H FM Net 


11 Easter 

QCWA Pittsburgh Net 
North Hills ARC Teen Net 
Somerset Co ARC Net 
WAS H FM Net 


3/1 5 

Steel City ARC VE Test 
Monessen ARC Meeting 
Breezeshooters Net 

2 Rivers ARC Net 

Triple A’ ARC Net 

Beaver Co Public Service Net 


22 

Breezeshooters Net 

2 Rivers ARC Net 

Triple A’ ARC Net 

Beaver Co Public Service Net 


29 

Breezeshooters Net 

2 Rivers ARC Net 

Triple A’ ARC Net 

Beaver Co Public Service Net 


5 


Greater Pgh VHFS Meeting 
Breezeshooters Net 

2 Rivers ARC Net 

Triple A’ ARC Net 

Beaver Co Public Service Net 


12 


Bum of the Month Lunch 
ARL Lawrence Co Meeting 
Breezeshooters Net 

2 Rivers ARC Net 

Triple A’ ARC Net 

Beaver Co Public Service Net 


16 5 x82eM Meeting 
Steel City ARC Meeting 
Tri-County CW ARC Meeting 
Chestnut Ridge ARC Meeting 
Me Kean Co ARC Meeting 
Pymatuning ARC Meeting 
Juniata Valley ARC Meeting 


23 

Mercer Co ARC Meeting 
Triangle ARC Meeting 
WACOM Net 

North Hills ARC Net 
SATERN. Ne t 

GPVHFS Swap n'S hop Net 


30 

Penn State ARC Meeting 
WACOM Net 

North Hills ARC Net 
SATERN Ne t 

GPVHFS Swap n’Shop Net 


6 Passover Begins 
Skyview RS Meeting 

Butler Co ARA Meeting 
WACOM Net 

North Hills ARC Net 

SATERN Net 

GPVHFS Swap n'’Shop Net 


13° Foothills ARC Meeting 
Coke Center ARC Meeting 
Ft.Ve nango MoXKC Meeting 
Nittany ARC Meeting 
Punxsatawney Area ARC Ming 
WACOM Net 

North Hills ARC Net 
SATERN Net 


WASH 2004 OFFICERS 


EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE: 


President 
VP / Secretary 
VP / Treasurer 


William R. Hill W3WH 


AND WE CouLpbn’T Do IT WITHOUT: 
N3SH / WA3SH Trustee 


NP2SH Trustee 


N3SH / WA3SH QSL Manager 
NP2SH QSL Manager 


VE Team Liaison 
Webmaster 


Frank Bobro KB3FZU 
Mark Stabryla NSRDV 


Steve Lane W3SRL 
Paul Jordan NP2JF 


Paul Lusardi NOVLR 
Ed Oelschlager N3ZNI 
Jacqué Gosselin N3ZEL 


Bob Sanford AA3FI 


24 

North Hills ARC Activity Nite 
Ft. Armstrong WA Mee ting 
Steel City ARC Social Night 
Allegheny Co ARES Net 
Westmoreland Co ARES Net 


31 

Steel City ARC Social Night 
Allegheny Co ARES Net 
Westmoreland Co ARES Net 


7 


Uniontown ARC Mee ting 
Allegheny Co SKYWarn Net 
Allegheny Co ARES Net 
Westmoreland Co ARES Net 


14 

North Hills ARC Mee ting 
Butler Co #5 G Meeting 
Laurel Highlands VHFS Mtng 
Allegheny Co SKYWarn Net 
Westmoreland Co ARES Net 


Triple ‘A’ ARA Meeting 
Somerset Co ARC Meeting 
Greene Co ARC Meeting 
Cumberland Valley ARC Meng 
Uniontown ARC Net 


2s 


WACOM Board of Directors 
Meeting 
Uniontown ARC Net 


4/1 Poisson d Avril 


Contest 
WACOM Meeting 
RA Erie Mee ting 
Uniontown ARC Net 


Horseshoe ARC Meeting 
Beaver Valley ARA Meeting 
Uniontown ARC Net 


Triple "A" ARA Meeting 
Somerset Co ARC Meeting 
Greene Co ARC Meeting 
Cumberland Valley ARC Meng 
Uniontown ARC Net 


NO 2 Rivers ARC Meeting 
(Moved UP to March 9") 
Quad Co ARC Meeting 


26 


This would be agood day to 
make sure that your HF 
antennas are in operating 
condition 


2 


Eleo ARS Meeting 


9 Good Friday 


16 


2 Rivers ARC Meeting 
Quad Co ARC 


QCWA Fitts burgh Meeting 
Breezeshooters Ground wave 
2 Rivers ARC VE Test 
Horseshoe ARC VE Test 
North Hills ARC Elmer Net 


CQ WRX SSB 
Nittany ARC Coffee Call 
North Hills ARC Elner Net 


3 

RA Erie VE Test 

Somerset Co ARC Breakfast 
Foothills ARC Breakfast 
North Hills ARC Elmer Net 


10 Skyview RS VE Test 
Tri-County CW ARC VE Test 
NHARC/Breezeshooters VE 
2 Rivers ARC Breakfast 
North Hills ARC Breakfast 
Quad Co ARC Breakfast 
Nittany ARC Coffee Call 


17 
Mercer Co ARC VE Test 
North Hills ARC Elmer Net 


THE LEGAL STUFF 


WIRELESS ASSOCIATION OF SOUTH HILLS, INC. (WASH) 
Published Monthly with occasional Special Editions as warranted. 
This issue is © Copyright 2004 by the WIRELESS ASSOCIATION OF SOUTH HILLS, 


INC. 


Editor & Publisher: Ron Notarius WN3VAW 


Permission is granted to other Amateur Radio publications to reprint articles in this 


“The WASHRag™” (formerly “The Mariner ™”) is the Official Newsletter of the 


issue, provided the original author and “The WASHRag™ ” are given credit. 
Comments, articles, and requests for copies of or information about “The 
WASHRag™ ” should be mailed to the editor: 


Ron Notarius WN3VAW 


Quartermaster 


Harold Rosenberger KB3CPI 


WASH FM Net Manager 
WASHFest 2004 Committee 


Kevin Smith NSHKQ 


Steve Lane W3SRL, Chairman 
Carol Danko KB3GMN 


e-mail: 


Activities & Operating Events 


Ways & Means 


Media Communications 
Allegheny Co ARES Representative 


CLUB-AFFILIATED REPEATERS & BEACONS: 


Mt. Lebanon 
Mt. Lebanon 


Canonsburg 
St. Johns, VI 


N3RNX/R 
WS3SRL/R 


N3BV/R 
NP2SH/B 


Bill Hill W3WH 


Kevin Smith NSHKQ 
Larry Comden K3VX 


Ted Huf W4ZE 


Carol Danko KB8GMN 


(open) 


Ben Williams KB3ERQ 


146.955 MHz (-) 
442.550 MHz (+) 


PL 131.8 
PL 131.8 


Echo Link #26861 (courtesy W3SRL) 


443.650 MHz (+) 
28.276 MHz 


PL 131.8 


N3SH/WA3SH WASHNet, the weekly on-air net of WASH, meets every 
Sunday Night, 9:00 PM ET, on the 146.955 & 443.650 repeaters. 
All radio amateurs, WASH members or not, are welcome to join in! 


946 Sleepy Hollow Road 


Castle Shannon, PA 15234-2222 


wn3vaw @ njdxa . org or wn3vaw @ yahoo . com 


“The WASHRag’, “The Mariner’, SHARCfest, South Hills Hamfest, 
WASHfest, WASHfest 2004, N3SH Net, WA3SH Net and WASHNet are 
™ trademarks of the WIRELESS ASSOCIATION OF SOUTH HILLS, INC. 


The WIRELESS ASSOCIATION OF SOUTH HILLS, INC. was founded on August 23”, 


1993, as the original SOUTH HILLS AMATEUR RADIO CLUB, and operated under that 


name through 1998. WASH was also known briefly in late 1998 as the N3SH 


AMATEUR Rapio CLuB. It is not in any way affiliated with the “South Hills Amateur 
Radio Club, Inc.” and is not responsible for that group, it’s members, or it’s actions 


in any way, shape, or form. 


As always, special thanks to the owners of both the N3RNX/R Repeater System 
and the N3BV/R Repeater System for permitting the WIRELESS ASSOCIATION OF 
SOUTH HILLS, INC. and it’s members to use their repeaters for club purposes. 


Special thanks also to our webmaster, Bob Sanford AA3FI, and to Shawn Djernes 
N@PEU for providing space on-line for back issues of “The WASHRag™” which 


can be found at www.washarc.org or www.djernes.org/washrag 
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Next WASH VE Test April 15 ™! 


The Next WASH VE exam sessions will be Thursday, April 15'", 2004, 


6:30 PM, at the Peters Township Library, 616 East McMurray Road, 
McMurray, PA. Talk-in on the 146.955 MHz and 443.650 MHz repeaters. All 
examiners are ARRL VEC affiliated. 
Walk-ins are always welcome, but if you plan on attending the test session, please 
contact VE Team Liason Jacqué Gosselin N3ZEL: 
Telephone (724) 746-9235 or E-Mail: n3zel@fyi.net 
Please bring the following to your test session: 
Picture ID or other suitable identification (2 forms of ID required) 
Pen / Pencil / Calculator 
Original FCC license plus a copy of license (if upgrading) 
Original CSCE plus a copy of CSCE (if upgrading) 
Check or Cash in the amount of $12.00 (payable to: ARRL VEC) 

Future test dates: | Thursday, July 15", 2004 

Thursday, October 21*', 2004 


Thursday, January 13'", 2005 : ; 
Thursday, April 21°', 2005 50/50 Winner Norma Plants of B&N Electronics 


graciously donated half of her winnings back to the club 
_| Why is it that wherever the (does that make it a 25/75 drawing?). Thanks Norma! 


money is, so is ‘BPB? 
Photo courtesy of & ©2004 Hank Marzina KB3FNM 


Seriously, our thanks to Bill for 
his help all during the hamfest, 
including his personal efforts to 
help sell out the prize tickets 
(don‘t tell him that he didn‘t win Caught on his own camera at 
anything this year, OK?) the end of a very busy day: 


(L — R) Ed N3UE, Bill N3BPB, Hank Marzina KB3FNM 


| KB3GMN, Dan KB3HVN. 
Cao pease cores Photo courtesy of & ©2004 


Photo courtesy of & ©Copyright = 
2004 Hank Marzina KB3FNM ee ee 


Photos courtesy of & ©Copyright 2004 Hank 
| Marzina KB3FNM 
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WPA Section Manager Rich N3SRJ 
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ye ac 7W all photos on pages 4 & 5 courtesy of & ©Copyright 2004 Hank Marzine KB3FNM 


Above: Ed, Edd & Eddie... (sorry guys, I just HAD 
to make Hank do it!... — editor) 


L—R N3ZNI, N3UE, W3VFA) 
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“The AMSAT table that Jim Sanford, WB4GCS and | manned at the 2004 
Washfest in Castle Shannon PA (South Hills of Pittsburgh PA) was, | thought an 


unqualified success. While we sold a basic membership, some books, software, 
and shirts, what was more important was getting the word out about AMSAT. 


We talked to many people from several current AMSAT members who never saw 
an AMSAT table at any local hamfest before to old and new hams who were 
intrigued with satellites. 


Among the latter were members of the North Hill High School Amateur Radio Club, 
K3NHC. We were invited to one of their upcoming meetings to discuss Echo. This 
will be arranged as soon as possible. 


While we are in the area, Bill Kristoff N3BPB and Vice President of the North Hills 
ARC also invited us to discuss Echo. Bill happens also to be the treasurer for 
another local Amateur Radio club, the Breezeshooters. This club hosts the largest 
hamfest held in the tri-state area; The Breezeshooters Hamfest held in Butler PA 
on June 6, 2004. Bill offered AMSAT a free table with electricity in the main hall of 
the hamfest. All we had to do was let him know. The only problem is that Jim's 
wedding anniversary is the same day as the hamfest. While Jim is figuring a way to 
work the hamfest in, | will try to recruit someone else to assist that day. 


In any event | will take N3BPB's offer and secure a table. This may be a good time 
to have other local AMSAT members help. 


There were more than a handful of people who wanted to know more about Echo. 
They were intrigued buy the prospect of communicating through a satellite using 
only a dual band handheld. While | am more of a HEO type, | cannot deny the 
appeal the LEO satellites have to the neophyte ham. Jim and | had a great time 
with the booth and look forward to doing this again.” 


— Kevin Smith NSHKQ 
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Please join us for the next WASH Breakfast! We usually get together 
on the LAST Saturday of every month for a chance to informally sit 
down, shoot the breeze, compare notes, drink lots of coffee, and just 
have a good time together! 


We are alternate our breakfast locations every month to make it easier 
for club members to get to at least one of them: 


Join us in “even” months at the Your Way Café, Baptist & Grove Roads, 
Caste Village Shops, Whitehall, & in “odd” months at King’s Family 
Restaurant, Route 19 at McClelland Road, Cannonsburg. Start time is 
about 8 AM until whenever. Monitor 146.955 & 443.650 for talk-in or 
any last minute changes. 

All are welcome, WASH members or not, amateurs or not! 


See you there! 


Kevin N3HKQ & Jim WB4GCS 
Photo courtesy of & ©2004 Kevin Smith NSHKQ 


RE TO 


Geno Boyd WASIOU is requesting that all area amateurs write to 
the Elizabeth Township Board of Commissioners to explain that 
Amateur Radio Operators is not a commercial communications 
users! Seems the township is classifing Amateurs as part of 
“Telecommunications” and is treating them as commercial users 
when applying for tower and antenna permits. Geno also reports 
that the board has been made aware of PRB-1 but is choosing to 
ignore it, at least at the moment. 


Please send your letters to: Joanne Beckowitz, President 
Board of Commissioners 
522 Rock Run Road 
Elizabeth PA 15037 

Or contact Geno at (412) 384-8012 geno570d@earthlink.net 


Amazing how long it takes to set up the hall when 
you can do it the day before, not at 5 AM, isn’t it 
(L — R) Steve W3SRL, Carol KB3GMN, Bill W3WH, 
Larry K3VX’s back, Ed W3VFA, Rich N3SBF 
Photo courtesy of & ©2004 Kevin Smith NSHKQ 
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‘ A é Membership Application/Renewal for 2004 +, A 
| would like to join WASH!. | am interested in the following type of membership: O New Membership O Membership Renewal 

(check quarter ———————————_->) O 1st Qtr O 2nd Qtr O 3rd Qtr O 4th Qtr 

(check one }) Jan-Mar Apr-Jun Jul-Sept Oct-Dec 

O (F1) Full Membership: $20.00 $15.00 $10.00 $5.00 

O (F2) Full Membership <180r>65yrsofage: $10.00 $7.50 $5.00 $2.50 

O (A1) Associate Membership: $10.00 $7.50 $5.00 $2.50 
Ol (FM1) Family Membership (F1 or F2 or A1 dues x 20% x No. of household family members): $ 

Name(s): 
Name: Call Sign: 
Address: License Class: 
City, State: Expires On: 
Home Phone: Work Phone: 
Email Address: Birthday: 
New Members Only: ARRL Member? 1 Yes 01 No Family ARRL Member? 0 Yes 0 No 
O Ido NOT want to be added to the Club E-Mail Reflector 
O Ido NOT want to be added to the Electronic Newsletter Mailing List Date: 
[If you have an Email address, you Will be added to both lists UNLESS you choose to Opt-Out] 
Amount Enclosed: $ 

Signature: 


Please make your check or money order payable to the club treasurer, Mark Stabryla. 
The Wireless Association of South Hills, Inc. reserves the right to accept or reject new memberships or renewals. 
Please return completed membership form along with check/money order to the club treasurer or mail to: 


Wireless Association of South Hills, Inc. 
Se AV 


C/O Mark Stabryla N3RDV, VP/Treasurer 
D a 
adio Club 


1120 McKnight Drive 
Bethel Park, PA 15102-2456 


Free Admission!! 


ADA Acc ilable 
Indoor tables in itti 

For more informatior 

Or on the web at 
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Pete N3RNX manning the hamfest test bench. 
Photo courtesy of & ©Copyright 2004 Mike Serowik N3BSQ 


Jim WB4GCS 
talking things over 
at the AMSAT table 


Toenogw VW/hat do you mean, we just 


during vendor 


wanes fan out of prize tickets? 


Photo courtesy of 
aegis Meeting of the minds, WASHFesi 2004 entrance, 10:51 AM 
(L —R) Ed W3VFA, Steve W3SRL & Dick NSQMV 
Photo courtesy of & ©Copyright 2004 Hank Marzina KB3FNM 


Many, many more WASHFest 2004 Photos Inside! 
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The WASHRag 
Wireless Association of South Hills, Inc. 
Ron Notarius WN3VAW, Editor 

946 Sleepy Hollow Road 

Castle Shannon, PA 15234-2222 
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